
In 1992, 28 teams competed in 

the first FIRST Robotics com-

petition game called ñMaize 

Craze.ò The game was played 

on a 16 by 16 

foot field. Each 

robot had a teth-

er or ñumbilical 

cordò to get 

power. Each 

ñumbilicalò rest-

ed on 25 foot 

poles. The field 

was filled with 

corn kernels that the robots had 

to sift through to pick up tennis 

balls during a two minute 

match.  

The goal of the game was to 

collect ñtreasure.ò Teams could 

collect from the 150 green ten-

nis balls in the center of the 

field. These tennis balls were 

worth one point each. Teams 

could also fight for 5 higher 

value balls, placed atop posts 

within the field area. Three 

orange balls were placed on 

two 36 inch posts and a 12 inch 

post at the 

center of the 

field worth 

25 points 

each. There 

were also 

two two-

tone tennis 

balls atop 

24ò posts 

worth 10 points. {See pictures} 

Of course whatôs a competition 

without a few (see Maize p. 4) 

FIRST Things First: 1992õs Maize Craze 

Foresite Tour 

Earlier this month, one of our 

sponsors, Foresite, allowed the 

TechnoKats to tour their facili-

ty.  Kirk David led the tour and 

explained the work the compa-

ny does. Foresite troubleshoots 

products from leading manu-

factures.  Their testing deter-

mines whether electronics have 

residue or assembly errors that 

cause the products to function 

incorrectly.   

Terry Munson, owner of the 

company, invented the C3 ma-

chine.  This machine allows 

users to find out what residue is 

left on a circuit board after it 

has gone down the production 

line.  They allowed us to see an 

electron (see Tour p. 4)     
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Upcoming Events 

¶ Team Meetings & Com-

mittees 5:30: July 9, 16, 

23, 30, Aug. 6, 13 

¶ Open Shop 5:30-9:00:  

July 11,17, 25, Aug. 1,8 

¶ Farmerõs Markets 8:00-

12:00: July 13, 27, Aug. 

3 

¶ July 12: Team Field Trip 

to  

¶ July 13: Pool Party at 

Bette Andersonõs 1:00-

5:00 

¶ July 18-20: IRI 

¶ July 27: Howard Country 

Robotics Picnic, Jackson 

Morrow Park 4:00-7:00 

¶ Aug 6: Back to School 

Bingo 

¶ August 12: Hang post-

ers.  Meet in room 220 

after school 
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Sixty nine teams will com-

pete at this yearôs Indiana 

Robotics Invitational (IRI) at 

Lawrence North High School 

in Indianapolis, and play the 

2013 game, Ultimate Ascent. 

The event, hosted by team 

234 Cybe Blue, 1024 the Kil-

a-bytes, and the TechnoKats, 

is one oft he largest off-

season FIRST events. 

The first IRI was hosted at Memorial Gym in 2000 

and includes 21 teams.  By 2002 it had grown so 

much the location needed to be 

moved to Indianapolis.   

Each year, IRI raises money for 

various charities.  This yearôs 

fundraising will benefit Riley 

Childrenôs Hspital and CASA of 

Howard County.  In the past 9 

years, over $28,000 have been 

donated to local charities, and 

raised over $67,000 in scholar-

ships. Since 2003, teams have 

also provided over 850 filled 

backpacks to the Rolls Royce 

ñPack to Schoolò for schoolchil-

dren in Indianapolis.   

Instead of the usual 24 teams, at 

IRI, 32 teams will compete in 

elimination rounds, including 1 

back-up robot for each team.  

Robots are allowed to weigh an 

additional 5 pounds.  There are 

no rule changes to the play and 

scoring of the game, itself.  See 

http://

www.indianaroboticsinvitational

.org/event-info/ for schedule and 

webcast information. 

ing with the steering committee 

to present other projects that 

require additional funding. 

Activities Committee: is plan-

ning events for the rest of the 

summer and the fall. Check out 

the events listed on p. 1 and 

watch your email for more info. 

Send your committee update 

Projects Committee: is work-

ing on several projects this sum-

mer, including retrofitting the 

New Yearôs Eve Ball, thanks to 

a grant from the Community 

Foundation of Howard County. 

The committee is also working 

in a CAD library that can be 

used for future projects and ro-

bots.  They are planning a meet-

info to Dr. Dewing for the Au-

gust issue of TechnoBytes! 

Indiana FIRST: Indiana Robotics Invitational  

Committee Updates 

AndyMark Tour  warehouse, 

and a new 

fabrication 

area to 

create pro-

totypes for 

future 

AndyMark 

products.  

Of course, students also saw 

some robots! Andy demonstrat-

ed a robot Mark built to play 

golf. TechnoKats also got to 

see FIRST Team 3940ôs work 

area. TechnoKats also got to 

see the selection process for 

orders that come into Andy-

Mark as well as how the com-

pany stores raw materials to 

make sure the build cycle isnôt 

slowed, by not being able to 

find the material for parts. 

Kyle, a freshman on the 

TechnoKats, really enjoyed 

the tour. He said, ñMy favor-

ite part was the presentation 

that Andy gave at the begin-

ning.ò 
AndyMark is one of the Techno-

Katsô sponsors. During the fall, 

they allow students to come to 

their facility to work and earn 

money 

for com-

petition 

travel.  

AndyMark is a huge contrib-

utor when it comes to FIRST 

competitions. AndyMark 

creates robotics parts includ-

ing wheels and motors. The 

TechnoKats toured the Andy-

Mark facility on June 25th 

right here in Kokomo, Indi-

ana.  

AndyMark was created by 

Mark Koors and Andy Baker 

back in 2004. Fun Fact, both 

the founders were mentors on 

the TechnoKats! During the 

tour of the facility, students 

saw two office areas, the 
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Lightbulbs for Sale  

$20.00 

Discount Cards 

$5.00 

Team Backpacks 

$11.00 
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One goal the team has discussed 

during the last year is finding a  

way to make sure all students 

find their niche on the team.  

Part of finding the right place is 

to have the opportunity to learn 

about and become trained in 

each area. 

This summer and fall, there are 

scheduled training sessions on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays during 

open shop, for each area.  Stu-

dents will have the opportunity 

to become trained in using tools, 

machines, etc. in each area.  

Following the first training ses-

sion, students will get a blue 

team training button.  After com-

pleting a training, students will 

earn a sticker for their button.   

Training areas include: CAD/ 

design (red), mechanical 

(orange) electrical (yellow) soft-

ware/ programming (green), 

safety (blue), driving/ operating 

(purple).  

Training students in each area 

will help prepare for the fall 

robot game (more info on this 

coming soon!) , will help stu-

dents better find the area(s) 

theyôre most interested in, and 

will help prepare students for the 

regular season, starting in Janu-

ary. 

Watch your email and next 

monthôs issue of TechnoBytes 

for more information on training. 

volved in?: I am a 
chemist with Foresite, 
one of our team spon-
sors 

- Fun fact about your-
self: I enjoy wood-
working and construc-
tion, which is why I en-
joy these areas on the 
team as well. 

Name: Kirk Davis 

How long have you been 

with the team: 4 years 

What area(s) of the team 
do you work with? Field 
construction and various 
mechanical areas 

What career are you in-

Training Buttons 

Meet a Mentor 

Meet a TechnoKat 

RJ was hu-

man player 

for the 2013 

game, 

ñUltimate 

Ascentò. His 

job was to 

load the ro-

bot with 

discs.  During the last 30 

seconds on the game, he 

threw discs over the 

wall into the goals at 

the far end of the 

field. 

Besides being 

a TechnoKat, 

RJ plays 

drums.  He 

also likes pizza, 

cookies, and    

Twizzlers. 

Name: RJ Martin 

How long have you been 

on the team?: 3 years, 

going on my 4th 

What area(s) of the team 

are you on? Mechanical 

and electrical 

Grade: Senior  

Fun Fact about yourself: 

I volunteer as stage hand 

for local concerts 
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Did you know: 

TechnoKats are one of 

only 7 original FRC 

teams still in 

existence! 
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