Delphi Delco Electronics Systems/Kokomo High School

TechnoKats Team 45

Community Involvement

· Developed and built illuminated ball to be dropped at Kokomo Main Street Association’s New Year’s Eve festivities.  Students also created a light rope that was illuminated by the Kokomo Roadrunners.  The light traveled up the rope until it reached the TechnoKat-designed ball – sending the ball into a flickering frenzy.  Student’s sold hot chocolate at the event to raise funds to pay for student travel to Florida.  Another fundraiser included selling raffle tickets so the winner could push the button to drop the ball at the stroke of midnight. Team members also developed a Y2K bug costume for a student to wear and roam through the crowd.

· Delphi-D lead engineers recruit teams to join FIRST.  As a result of this recruitment effort, there are nine Indiana teams participating in FIRST this year.  The TechnoKats are direct mentors to these teams: Western HS & DiamlerChrysler (292), Connersville HS & Visteon (377), Newfane HS & Delphi Thermal Systems (378), and West Lafayette HS & Purdue University (461).

· The team developed the TechnoKat Challenge.  This local competition involves Indiana schools and the teams are required to build a competitive machine.  This exciting, one-day event took place in November.   1999 was the third year for the Challenge.

· A new competition for 2000 will take place in Kokomo on April 22.  The “Indiana Robotics Invitational” will be hosted by the TechnoKats and will include up to 24 FIRST teams from the state and region.

· Delphi-D lead engineer introduced the Lego League to the Indianapolis Children’s Museum.  The first Lego League competition took place at the museum in January 2000.  A Lego League team in Kokomo has been started and mentored by TechnoKats students.

· Delphi-D lead engineers gave a FIRST demonstration to Bona Vista Rehabilitation Services clients and children.

· The lead engineer also will participate in a career fair at John Hinds Career Center, Elwood, Ind., in May.  More than 1,000 students are expected to attend.

· Engineers and students gave robot demonstrations at the Kokomo IVY Tech State College TechnoFest.

· The team involved Kokomo Area Career Center students in machining robot parts for the FIRST competition.

· Delphi engineers hosted an appreciation lunch for the participating Kokomo Area Career students and teachers who built robot parts.  

· FIRST material was submitted in entry for the Conference Board’s Best in Class Award.

· News releases are distributed to the local media.

· The team built a car display turntable for the Elwood Haynes vehicle that is displayed at the Kokomo Automotive Heritage Museum.

· The Delphi Delco Electronics Science and Technology scholarships were developed in conjunction with FIRST.

· Information is distributed to employees via the Delphi-D Newswire and The Delphi-D Web.

· Delphi-D retirees volunteer as team members.

· A former Delphi-D lead engineer is participating in the Indianapolis Children’s Museum Laser Point: Innovation in Technology program.  This is a hands-on activity that increases children’s awareness of applied technology.  The group will visit Kokomo for a day and participate in set activities related to FIRST.

· During the January kickoff, the event was available for viewing in the Indiana University Kokomo auditorium via live satellite broadcast.

· The local utility company, Cinergy/PSI, provides warehouse space for the team to build its robot and playing field.

· The team created the TechnoKats Technical Career Reference Center at the Kokomo High School library.  Team members gathered technical material to be donated to this section in the library.

· Students in the Kokomo Area Career Center’s video production class created the video for the FIRST Chairman’s Award.

· Video of the national competition has been distributed to Indianapolis television stations.

· The TechnoKats team and support personnel have been recognized at the Kokomo High School board meeting.

· The TechnoKats will tour Delphi Delco Electronics Systems at the end of April.  This visit also will include recognition from Delphi-D executives.

